
Greetings Prospective AP Student! 

I hope that his assignment finds you well.  As we approach the end of the 

school year, one cannot help but ask “what should I do with my summer 

vacation?”  Summer is a glorious time to go outside, climb a tree, sit in the park 

and…read a book (or two)!  In order to start your final year off with a bang in AP 

lang., you must first do some work over the summer.  You are responsible for 

completing three major assignments this summer prior to coming to class on the 

first day of school.  The directions for those assignments are as follows: 

1. Obtain and read the first five (5) chapters of Everything’s an Argument 

(Edition 5), ISBN 9780312528613.  You can purchase this book from 

amazon.com used for about $5.  We will use this text for a majority of 

the first semester, so it would be helpful to have your own copy.  DO 

NOT buy any other edition of this book (especially newer) as it will be 

unnecessarily expensive.  As you read, take thorough notes in your 

English notebook (the one you will use for the 2018-2019 school year).  

If you cannot obtain a copy of this text, please contact me ASAP. 

2. Next, obtain and read a copy of Uncle Tom’s Cabin by Harriet Beecher 

Stowe (the Wordsworth Classics edition, ISBN 9781840224023).  As 

you read the book, make notes in the margin, use sticky notes, 

underline, etc. to actively read the text.  Pay close attention to the 

author’s rhetoric.  In addition to reading the text, you must also 

complete a Data packet (see attached copy) for this book.  It is better to 

complete the data packet as you read, but it is not impossible to do 

afterwards if you have taken notes along the way.  Your choice.   

3. Finally.  The last assignment.  Upon the completion of the first five 

chapters of Everything’s an Argument and Uncle Tom’s Cabin your 

task is to write a 6-8 page paper responding to the following prompt: 

Read the text carefully.  Then, in a well-developed essay, analyze how 

Stowe uses this this text to convey her message.  Support your analysis 

of her rhetoric with specific references to the text.  Be sure to properly 

cite all your sources within you paper. 

Each of the papers you write must be in MLA format.  If you are unsure of 

what this is, go to https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/ for more information.  All 

three assignments must be completed by the first day of school (September 2nd).  

If you are not going to be at school on that day for whatever reason you must 

email your ENTIRE assignment to Christina.m@manorhallschool.com by the end 

of the school day September 2, 2017.  If you run into any issues or have any 

questions about this assignment once you get started please do not hesitate to 

send me an email.  Have a great summer and happy reading! 

Cheers, 

Ms. Christina 
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